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period of human history more interesting than any other to all men and women of our race. From first to last there is not a chapter in it which is not full of matter. Its tone is nowhere controversial in the very slightest degree. Renan had no wish to prove or to disprove anything. He wrote ad narrandum^ not ad probandum, impelled by the desire, which so many millions have felt, to say to themselves and to other people how they think a series of events, in which they, for some reason, take an interest, followed and were connected with each other.
His attitude is throughout that of a man w,ho says : " This is how that bit of history looks to me ; such are my opinions about it; but if it is agreeable to you to think differently, for goodness sake do so ; it is a matter of the most absolute indifference to me what you think, provided you are happy and have no power to burn me for not being of the same mind ; unless, indeed, you have something to say against my views, which after being well-weighed and considered by me may lead me to modify some of them. If you succeed in doing that, then I shall be very much obliged to you, for you will have ministered to the strongest of my passions la grande curiosite" He may have been mistaken in his views of innumerable events, great
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